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Inside this issue: 
Princes and princesses sur-

prised, honored 

 

By Amanda Cummings 

 

Every Friday, before the 

Homecoming game, one 

could walk down the halls of 

a school and see most upper-

classmen practically shaking 

with anticipation; eight of 

them are about to be an-

nounced as the yearôs new 

Homecoming court. At Van-

couver Christian, it is no dif-

ferent. The excitement per-

meates the entire school. The 

drum roll, the teacher care-

fully walking up and down 

the rows, the bouquet finally 

reaching the next addition to 

the court ï all this adds up to 

a very anxious, elated group 

of people.      

As tradition would have it, 

students recently cheered on 

their Homecoming court of 

2007. The junior princesses 

were Lucy Akers and Kaylin 

Smith; princes were Jared 

OôBrien and Greg Polyakov. 

The senior princesses were 

Melissa Miller and Neshia 

Starks; princes were Will 

VanCuren and Patrick Akers. 
Overall, the homecoming 

court was surprised when 

they were named. They were 

also surprised that other up-

perclassmen didnôt get it. 

Lucy summed up why they 

thought they were chosen, ñI 

donôt even know [why I was 

picked], because there are so 

many people who deserve to 

get it.ò 
The court shared their feel-

ings about being chosen to 

represent the school. ñI feel 

honored to be a Homecoming 

princess,ò stated Miller. 

Homecoming court announced 

Court , continued on  page  4  

Homecoming Court of 

2007: Back: VanCuren, 

Patrick, Polyakov, 

OôBrien; Front: Starks, 

Miller, Lucy, Smith  

Worship, student interac-

tion among favorite aspects 

 

By Andrew Jankowski 

 

On Monday, Septem-

ber 17th, 2007, VCHS 

left school partway 

through the day for a time 

of fellowship at Jonah 

Ministries, a retreat cen-

ter in Trout Lake, WA. 
Though the time was 

for fellowship, not all 

students were initially 

excited about going on the 

retreat. 

ñI was just really tired, and 

I had a lot going on in Van-

couver, so be gone for even a 

day seemed stressful,ò said 

Alyssa Emery, sophomore. 
     ñLast year wasnôt as 

fun as [this year],ò said 

Amanda Hampton, sopho-

more.  
     Still, many students 

who were looking forward 

to the retreat. 
     ñ[I wanted to] get 

closer to people,ò said 

Max Smith, senior, ñand 

get to know new people.ò 
     ñI wanted to get to 

know people, and I like  

Annual retreat sets spiritual tone, students say 

Students sit down to eat to-

gether at Jonah Ministriesô 

new outdoor dining hall. Retreat, continued on  page 5  
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Memories made at Homecoming party 

Student councilôs efforts success-

ful despite obstacles 

 

By Andrew Jankowski 

 
At 7 p.m. on Friday, September 

28th, VCHSôs fellowship hall was 

transformed into the center for the 

schoolôs annual Homecoming 

Party. Coinciding with its theme, 

ñAround the World,ò the hall was 

decorated with flags and trinkets 

from other countries,  inflatable 

globes hung from the rafters, and 

each table was decorated with a 

different continental theme.  
Music from France, China, South 

Korea, Poland, Russia, Romania, and 

South America was playing on the 

schoolôs stereo system, which allowed 

students to have moments of dancing 

in between activities. 

ñ[I liked] the theme because I lived 

around a lot of different cultures,ò said 

Charvel Nelson, senior, ñand we have 

a lot of foreign exchange students, so 

this engages them in the student body.ò 

Many of the schoolôs foreign ex-

change students did show up to the 

party. Almost all of them were wearing 

a costume representative of their home 

country. Native students also got in-

volved in dressing up. 
ñI liked getting ready for Homecom-

ing,ò said Jessi Eisenhauer, senior, 

ñMelissa [Miller, senior] and I were 

geishas, and it was pretty fun to do the 

makeup.ò 
Shortly after the doors opened, stu-

dents were treated to pizza and punch 

by the student council. Of all the as-

pects of the party, this one got the most 

criticism. 

ñWe could have had more of a vari-

ety of food,ò said Jordan Taylor, sen-

ior, ñPizza is good, but this was a 

worldwide theme[d party].ò 

ñNext year, donôt have Gatorade,ò 

said Devan Minter, sophomore. 
ñWe needed more food,ò said Adam 

Carlson, freshman. While there was 

enough food initially, many students 

showed up late, causing a shortage of 

food. 

Amanda Cummings, senior, who is 

also the treasurer for student council, 

revealed that many of the problems 

with Homecoming were related to 

money. ñThis year, our budget was 

about $200,ò she said. She also re-

vealed that at the time, student council 

had about $580 in their bank account. 

(To put it in perspective, last yearôs 

student council had about $750.).  
Cummings said that efforts had been 

made to make food more multicultural. 

Committees had called such restau-

rants as Muchos Gracias, Korea House, 

and Golden China to see if they would 

cater, but in most cases, there was too 

little advanced notice.  
ñWe didnôt make the food multicul-

tural because we thought that people 

wouldnôt eat it,ò said Cummings, ñWe 

thought people might like to just look 

at the food  and say, óOoo, pretty,ô but 

not actually eat it.ò 

A series of games was played after 

dinner. The first game was called 

ñChopstick Master,ò where students 

would try to move variously shaped 

and sized objects from one plate to 

another using chop  sticks, which 

proved to be difficult for most native 

students. 
After Chopstick Master was ñThe 

Ninja Game,ò which largely relied on 

studentsô hand-eye coordination skills.  
ñI was looking forward to seeing 

Andy Wang [left] dances with Patrick 

Akers at the 2007 Homecoming Party. 

Party, continued on page 4 
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The German school system has been 

criticized for being extremely selec-

tive 

 

By Johannes Willmann 

 

A German education starts at the 

age of three. At  this age, they attend 

kindergarten where they learn social 

skills and play games. Mostly, Kinder-

garten is a really fun time for the kids. 
After three years of kindergarten, at 

the age of six, there comes the some-

times liked, sometimes and hated, first 

day of school. 

ðððððððððððððð 

German mark system 

1: very good 

2: good 

3: ok. 

4:enough 

5:not enough 

6:bad 

ðððððððððððððð 

The first school they go to in Ger-

many is called Grundschule. Grund-

schule similar to elementary school in 

the U.S. 
There, they learn the basics of 

mathematics, how to write ,and how to 

read. 
The children go to  Grundschule for 

four years, and from third grade on, 

sometimes even second, they get 

marks. 
After only four years of school, at 

the age of ten years, the kids are sepa-

rated based upon their marks. 
If the student gets good marks (1.0-

2.5), he can go to the Gymnasium. 

There, he has the best chance to get a 

good job. 
If the student is still good, but not 

good enough to go to Gymnasium (2.6

- 3.0), he goes to the Realschule. He 

still has a very good chance to get a 

good job but not one of the higher pay-

ing jobs. 
When they have a  3.0 or higher, 

they have to go to  Hauptschule. Their 

chances to get a good job are not good.  
This system to separate the kids 

after only four years is often criticized. 

The critics say that the German 

school system teaches the children just 

to look at their marks and just to learn 

from their marks, not to learn about 

determination. 

Another criticism they have is that 

the decision for the child to attend 

Gymnasium, Realschule, or Haup-

tschule is often affected by the  fam-

ilyôs ability to help their children with 

their schooling. 

For example, if the parents of a kid 

are divorced and the parents have to 

work all day and canôt help the kid 

with his homework and learning, the 

chances of this kid going to the Gym-

nasium are much lower than the 

chances of the kid where the mom or 

dad can help with the homework and 

with the learning. 
The students go to the Hauptschule 

for five years. After those five years 

they get their Hauptschule final report 

card. To get a Hauptschule final report 

card, they need a four or lower. If they 

donôt get one, their chances of finding 

a job are really low. 
In the Hauptschule, teachers try to 

prepare the students for life and the job 

the student might have in the future. 
The teachers also try to build up an 

understanding and tolerance for other 

opinions, cultures, and ways of life. 
After those five years, they have the 

chance to take one more year to get a 

Realschule final report card. But most 

students, who are just 15 years old, 

decide to learn a job and start working 

after some years of training and prac-

tice in their new job. Often those jobs 

are not really good jobs; jobs where 

they have to work the whole day and 

donôt receive much money and jobs in 

which a lot of physical strength  is 

needed. There are also good jobs, but 

those jobs are very rare. 

Because many students know that 

their chances to get a job are 

really poor (in some schools, no 

single student gets a place 

where they get trained for a 

job), some of them donôt really 

study for school and get even 

worse. 
Sometimes students start drink-

ing alcohol, taking drugs, and 

some even get in to criminal 

activities. 
Because of these things, many 

parents donôt want their chil-

dren to go to  Hauptschule. If 

the parents realize in third or 

forth grade, that the marks of 

their child are not good 

enough for going to Realschule they 

push their child to study a lot, which is 

normally not necessary. Often, those 

children have problems in Realschule 

because it is too difficult for them. 

Because they have to study a lot, they 

don't have time for their friends or 

leisure time. 
But, Hauptschule has its benefits. 

Because many parents donôt want their 

children going to the Hauptschule, the 

classes are really small so the teachers 

have more time for each student then 

in a 30-student-class in Gymnasium. 

 
The Realschule is six years long. In 

the Realschule, the students get an 

adjusted abstract education, an ex-

tended basic knowledge, and the stu-

dents get prepared for practice orien-

tated jobs, which have higher require-

ments than jobs the students could 

work at after Hauptschule. 

After the students finish Real-

German school system very different from USôs 

Because of no career prospects, some stu-

dents get involved with criminal activities. 

www.wdr.de 

German School, continued on page  6 
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VanCuren agreed, ñIt makes me 

happy; itôs flattering.ò 
When each pondered about what 

they thought of their fellow nominees, 

they all said that the court is a good 

group of people. Starks observed, ñItôs 

a really good group of people who 

have really gotten involved in a lot of 

different ways in our school. Just by 

watching them, you can tell that Christ 

is important in their lives and that 

theyôre really striving for a relation-

ship with Him and really take their 

leadership 

ser ious l y. 

Iôm glad to 

be a part of 

it.ò 
     A l -

t h o u g h 

these young 

men and 

w o m e n 

were only 

on the court 

for a week, 

they are 

already no-

ticing areas that they want to change in 

their lives and also noticing things that 

they are doing well. Patrick admitted 

that, ñIôll probably be more careful 

about the things I say flippantly, be-

cause I tend to not think about what I 

say; I just let my mouth run and I think 

about it later. . . There are a lot of 

benefits to taming your speech.ò 
Smith recognized that she was cho-

sen because of something good she 

does. ñI try to always be myself and 

set an example for others and guard 

my actions. Iôll just keep doing that [as 

well as] reaching out [to others],ò she 

noted. 
The court also learned some life 

lessons from the week they reigned 

over the school. OôBrien, as well as 

others, learned that, ñEven without 

knowing it, you have an effect on 

other people; you never really know 

what people think of you.ò 
An interesting observation to note is 

that two of the four seniors were a 

returning prince and princess. This 

leads one to think how many of the 

court this year will end up on the 2008 

homecoming court. Polyakov shares 

his wisdom with the statement, ñI 

donôt think [being on the court this 

year] will affect it.ò This statement 

agrees with the other noblesô analyses 

as well. 

And, of course, who are the King 

and Queen? The recent court named 

every senior as deserving of the title; it 

was ultimately up to the students to 

decide. Smith thought the students 

would choose ñsomeone with a good 

heart.ò 
Starks and VanCuren were an-

nounced as Queen and King at the 

Homecoming game. VanCuren con-

fided, ñIt feels pretty good [to be 

King]. I didnôt really expect to get it. It 

hasnôt really sunk in yet.ò 

Starks remarked, ñThe past three 

queens that I knew have always been 

girls that Iôve looked up to and have 

been my role models. To think that 

now Iôm [part of] that proud legacy is 

honoring.ò 
Everyone on the court wants to 

thank the students for choosing them 

to represent Vancouver Christian. 

Congratulations Homecoming court of 

2007! + 

Court , continued from front page 

Starks and VanCuren 

as Queen and King 

how student council would incorporate 

the theme,ò said Nelson, who felt like 

the games were a positive aspect of the 

party. 
ñThe games were good,ò said 

Chanel Grill, junior, whose favorite 

game was the Ninja Game, ñEveryone 

was so involved, and [they] kept you 

busy, instead of going, óUgh, what do 

we do now?ôò  
After games, the students who had 

dressed up lined up and were judged 

by the spectators as to who had the 

best costumes. The winners were 

Christina Kim and Jessica Chung, jun-

iors, who dressed in traditional Korean 

dresses. 

ñIt was really fun to see what other 

people were wearing,ò said Eisen-

hauer. 

Finally, the most anticipated ð and 

well received ð event of the evening 

occurred: the freestyle dance contest. 

Students and teachers danced in what-

ever style they wanted, so long as it 

was ñcleanò), to ñThe Numa Numa 

Song,ò by the Romanian singer O-

Zone.  

ñI got to get a little wild and crazy,ò 

said Austin Read, senior, who is a sea-

soned competitor, ñand I got to com-

pete against Zak [Watters, senior], my 

rival.ò 

ñI danced with Patrick [Akers, sen-

ior], and it was my first time dancing 

like that,ò said Andy Wang, junior, 

who is an exchange student from 

China. ñIn China, we seldom have 

parties,ò he explained, ñWhat we call 

parties are when we get together, have 

dinner, and talk. This was completely 

different.ò 
By the end of the night, most stu-

dents had a great time. Cummings 

rated the event as a seven out of ten 

(taking into account that there will be 

bigger events the council must plan). 

She was relieved that things went as 

well as they did, considering the num-

ber, and severity, of things that could 

have gone wrong with the event. 
Cummings revealed that many of 

the partyôs decorations had been do-

nated by her aunt, a former mission-

ary. Without them, she feels that the 

decorations would have been, 

ñhorrible. We basically had the flags 

Party, continued from front page 2 

Geishas Jessi Eisenhauer [left] and 

Homecoming Princess Melissa 

Miller take ninja -like stances for 

their Korean friendsô cameras. 

Party, continued on page 6 


