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Homecoming court announced

Princes and princesses sur-  As tradition would have it, Smith; princes were Jared

prised, honored students recently cheered orD6 Br i en and Greg |
their Homecoming court of The senior princesses were
By Amanda Cummings Melissa Miller and Neshia

Starks; princes were Will

Every Friday, before the 9.5 VanCuren and Patrick Akers.
Homecoming game, one s . Overall, the homecoming
could walk down the halls of ; : court was surprised when
a school and see most uppe they were named. They were
classmen practically shaking also surprised that other up-
with anticipation; eight of percl assmen di dnbd
them are about to be an 2 Lucy summed up why they
nounced as t @ Wt hought they were
Homecoming court. At Van- dondt even know [\
couver Christian, it is no dif- picked], because there are so
ferent. The excitement per- many people who deserve to

meates the entire school. The Homecoming Court of get it.o

drum roll, the teacher care- 2007: Back:VanCuren, The court shared their feel-

fully walking up and down Patrick, Polyakov, ings about being chosen to

the rows, the bouquet finally OO0 Br i en; Froniep@ts@a&mks .t he sch
reaching the next addition to  Miller, Lucy, Smith honored to be a Homecoming

the courti all this adds up to princess, 0 stated
a very anxious, elated group2007. The junior princesses

of people. were Lucy Akers and Kaylin court, continued on page 4

Annual retreat sets spiritual tone, students say

Worship, student interac- Al was just dagl Isyeetnierdedst mads
tion among favorite aspects | had a lot going on in Van- Alyssa Emery, sophomore.

couver, so be gone for even a ALast year wa s I
By Andrew Jankowski fun as [t his y e

A S, S Amanda Hampton, sopho-
On Monday, Septem- [ m el
ber 17th, 2007, VCHSF h Ak "‘ii““ Still,  many students
- \ Y

left school partway - who were looking forward

through the day for a time s $ to the retreat.

of fellowship at Jonah ? - Al want ed t o]
I

Ministries, a retreat cen- cl oser to peopl «

ter in Trout Lake, WA. Ma x Smith, senio
Though the time was ; get to know new p
for fellowship, not all = o - il wanted to g

students were initially  Students sit down to eat to- know people, and | like
excited about going on theget her at Jonah Ministriesbo
retreat. new outdoor dining hall. Retreat, continued on page 5
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SRR Memories made at Homecoming party
Editor

Andrew Jankowski Student council
ful despite obstacles

Reporters and Photographers

Sarah Gil By Andrew Jankowski
Andrew Jankowski _
Johannes Willmann At 7 p.m. on Friday, Septembe

28t h, VCHSb6s fe
This |Issuebds Cont/|r transformee igto the centee fpr ghe
Mlayer2 school 6s annua
Slayerl Party. Coinciding with its theme,

Bobby Bury AfAround the Wor
Amanda Cummings decorated with flags and trinkets
Ashley Joyner from other countries, inflatable
Jared O6Bri ern globes hung from the rafters, and Andy Wang [|ef'f] dances with Patrick
Shavenor Winters each table was decorated with aAkers at the 2007 Homecoming Party.
different continental theme.
Comic By Music from France, China, Southfood.

Jared O6Bri ern Korea, Poland, Russia, Romania, and Amanda Cummings, senior, who is
South America was playing on thealso the treasurer for student council,

Advisor school 6s stereo sfpvwaled that mamyiot the prableraswe d
Stuart Reitz students to have moments of dancingith Homecoming were related to
in between activities. money. iThis year, 0
Principal A1 liked] the téaheonet b&2@@se Bheivad
Roger Miller around a | ot of dvealadéhatatihe timeystudent carcil 6 s
Charvel Nelson, shaeabeut $580inaheiybank @cconnt.v e
The Spotlights a monthly publication pro- a lot of foreign exchange students, s6 To put it in perspe

duced by the journalism students at VCHS.| t hi s engages t he mstidentcounclhagd abauises0). body .
Many of the sc ho&umnings saig that effgris hakbeen

For information regarding advertising in change students did show up to thgxade to make food more multicultural.
The Spotlighte-mail Stuart Reitz at party. Almost all of them were wearingCommittees had called such restau-
stu@vancouverchristian.com a costume representative of their homeants as Muchos Gracias, Korea House,
o _ ~ country. Native students also got inand Golden China to see if they would
Vancouver Chrlstlan.ngh_SchooI is located a}: volved in dressing up. cater, but in most cases, there was too
8100 E. Mill Plain Blvd. o . . : .
Vancouver. WA 93664 Al 1 iked getti ngliteadyadoed notise. Ho me c o m-
’ ing, 0 said Jessi [EWe ehihchruketr  maken itdre,
Mailing address: AMel issa [ Miller,turad beaause wg thogghtdthat| peoplee r e
P.O. Box 87625 geishas, and it was pretty funtodothwo ul dndt eat it, o0 sai
Vancouver, WA 98664 makeup. 0 thought people might like to just look
Phone: 360.735.7915 Shortly after the doors opened, stuat t he f ood and say,
~ Fax:360.735.8049 dents were treated to pizza and pundhot actually eat it.o
E-mail: stu@vancouverchristian.com by the student council. Of all the as- A series of games was played after
pects of the party, this one got the mogtinner. The first game was called
criticism. AChopstick Master, o \

AWe could have hwodld iyotp gove yariogsly shaped -
ety of food, 0 saiand sizedr apjgcks frama gne plate 0 s e n -

ior, @APizza i s ganetaer usipa echopt iplicks, whighs a
wor |l dwi de t heme[ dprpvadrte Rejdiffigult for most native
AiNext vyear, donostudernisave Gatorade, 0
Educating for Life said Devan Minter, sophomore. Af ter Chopstick Ma st
fiwe needed more Niomjda oGamedo Awhimch | a
Leadership Carlson, freshman. While there was t u d e n {eye 6oorHiratiod skills.
Integrity enough food initially, many students il ~was | ooking forw
Faith showed up late, causing a shortage of

Excellence Party, continued on page 4
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Ger man school system very diff

The German school system has been The critics say that the Germarstudents, who are just 15 years old,
criticized for being extremely selec- school system teaches the children justecide to learn a job and start working

tive to look at their marks and just to learrafter some years of training and prac-
from their marks, not to learn aboutice in their new job. Often those jobs
By Johannes Willmann determination. are not really good jobs; jobs where

Another criticism they have is thatthey have to work the whole day and
A German education starts at théhe decision for the child to attendd ondét recei ve much mon
age of three. At this age, they atten@ymnasium, Realschule, or Haupwhich a lot of physical strength is
kindergarten where they learn socialschule is often affected by the famneeded. There are also good jobs, but
skills and play games. Mostly, Kinder-i | y 6s abi |l ity t o thoedjghsatelveryirare. chi | dr en wi
garten is a really fun time for the kids. their schooling. Because many students know that
After three years of kindergarten, . i m their chances to get a job are
the age of six, there comes the sonj \ ,{ really poor (in some schools, no
times liked, sometimes and hated, filgs single student gets a place
day of school. ¥ where they get trained for a
0000000600000 060 job), some of them

\ =

German mark system study for school and get even
1: very good worse.

2: good Sometimes students start drink-
3: ok. ing alcohol, taking drugs, and
4:enough some even get in to criminal
5:not enough activities.

6:bad Because of these things, many

0000000060000060
The first school they go to in Ger-
many is calledGrundschule. Grund- the parents realize in third or
schule similar to elementary school in forth grade, that the marks of
the U.S. their child are not good
There, they learn the basics of For example, if the parents of a kidenough for going to Realschule they
mathematics, how to write ,and how ta@re divorced and the parents have tpush their child to study a lot, which is
read. work all day and noomally dvdt nebesshrp. Ofteh, ehos& i d
The children go to Grundschule forwith his homework and learning, thechildren have problems in Realschule
four years, and from third grade onchances of this kid going to the Gymbecause it is too difficult for them.
sometimes even second, they gdtasium are much lower than theBecause they have to study a lot, they
marks. chances of the kid where the mom odon't have time for their friends or
After only four years of school, atdad can help with the homework andeisure time.
the age of ten years, the kids are sepwith the learning. But, Hauptschule has its benefits.
rated based upon their marks. The students go to tHe¢auptschule Because many parents d
If the student gets good marks (1.0for five years. After those five yearschildren going to the Hauptschule, the
2.5), he can go to the Gymnasiumthey get their Hauptschule final reportlasses are really small so the teachers
There, he has the best chance to getcard. To get a Hauptschule final reporhave more time for each student then

parents donot want

dren to go to Hauptschule. If
Because of no career prospects, some stu-

dents get involved with criminal activities.

good job. card, they need a four or lower. If theyin a 30studentclass in Gymnasium.
If the student is still good, but notd ono6t get one, their chances of finding
good enough to go to Gymnasium (2.@ job are really low. The Realschuleis six years long. In

- 3.0), he goes to the Realschule. He In the Hauptschule, teachers try tdhe Realschule, the students get an
still has a very good chance to get arepare the students for life and the joldjusted abstract education, an ex-
good job but not one of the higher paythe student might have in the future. tended basic knowledge, and the stu-
ing jobs. The teachers also try to build up aments get prepared for practice orien-

When they have a 3.0 or higherunderstanding and tolerance for othetated jobs, which have higher require-
they have to go to Hauptschule. Theippinions, cultures, and ways of life. ments than jobs the students could
chances to get a good job are not good. After those five years, they have thavork at after Hauptschule.

This system to separate the kidshance to take one more year to get a After the students finish Real-

after only four years is often criticized. Realschule final report card. But most _
German School,continued on page 6
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Court, continued from front page ticing areas that they wantto changeihi s wi sdom with the
VanCur en agr e ed,theirfies and also kaicng tmngs thad o n 6 t think [being ol

happy; itoés f 1l att theyiame gloing well. Patrick admittedy e a r ] wi || af fect it
When each pondered about what hat , Al ol l probalglryedewintolr et heea roetfhuelr

they thought of their fellow nominees,about the things | say flippantly, be-as well.

they all said that the court is a goodtause | tend to not think about what | And, of course, who are the King

group of peopl e. <Ay bjustdes myonbwsheun ang tthinkaimd Quéen? The recent court named

a really good group of people whoabout it later. . . There are a lot ofvery senior as deserving of the title; it

have really gotten involved inalotofb enef i t s t o t ami ngaswlimatly sppte the studénts to

different ways in our school. Just by Smith recognized that she was chodecide. Smith thought the students

watching them, you can tell that Chrissen because of something good sheoul d choose fisomeone

is important in their lives and thatd o e s . il try to &lwaysobe myself and

theydre really stsetiav éexanple foroathersaandr gedrdaStarke rernd VanCuren were an-

ship with Him and really take thermy acti ons. I 61 | npounsed ak Queen ahd Kimggat thdr a t
leadership we | | as] r eachi ngHomacdming game. ovarCerenscpn- 0 s |
seriously. noted. fided, it feel s pr e
| 6m gl adhe towrt also learned some lifeKi ng] . I didnét reall
be a part of lessons from the week they reignethas ndét really sunk in
it. o over t he school . Ga Birikesn ,r eansar Weld|, asrT |

Al - others, | earned gueend that | KNeEw leave alwalyst bbem u t

though knowing it, you have an effect ongi rl s t hat | 6ve | ooke

these young other people; you never really knowbeen my role models. To think that

men and what people thinknoWw V¥6m. §part of] t ha
Women An interesting observationto noteishonor i ng. o

were only that two of the four seniors were a Everyone on the court wants to

on the court returning prince and princess. Thighank the students for choosing them

for a week, leads one to think how many of theo represent Vancouver Christian.

they are court this year will end up on the 2008Congratulations Homecoming court of

already no- homecoming court. Polyakov share2007!+

Starks and VanCuren
as Queen and King

Party, continued from front page 2 ever style they wanted, so long asit il danced with Patri
was fAcleano), t o iorfi @&nd & wad mynfiest tifeudaresing
how student council would incorporateSo n g, 0 by t he Rolmiale amn ha&ti ,n@es aild And:
the theme, 0 said Foed son, who f el t Wwhokie an exchange student from
the games were a positive aspect of the China. filn Chi na, we
party. parties, 0 he explaine
iThe games wer e good, o said parties are when we get together, have
Chanel Grill, junior, whose favorite dinner, and talk. This was completely
game was the Ninja Game, AEveryonedi fferent. o
was so involved, and [they] kept you By the end of the night, most stu-
busy, instead of goi ng, 6Ugh, wh a tdents chad a great time. Cummings
we do now?d60 rated the event as a seven out of ten
After games, the students who had (taking into account that there will be
dressed up lined up and were judged bigger events the council must plan).
by the spectators as to who had the She was relieved that things went as
best costumes. The winners were well as they did, considering the num-
Christina Kim and Jessica Chung, junGeishas Jessi Eisenhauer [left] and ber, and severity, of things that could
iors, who dressed in traditional KorearHomecoming Princess Melissa have gone wrong with the event.
dresses. Miller take ninja -like stances for Cummings revealed that many of
Ailt was really ftumeitro Ksoeree awh aftr i cetntilesré paamgdHas.decoratio
peopl e wer e wearing, 0 said Ei s e nnated by her aunt, a former mission-
hauer. il got to get a dni Withouethemj dhel feedsrthdit ther a z y

Finally, the most anticipated and said Austin Read, senior, who is a seatecorations would have been,
well receivedd event of the evenings oned competi tor ,fhicarnrdi bll eg o tWet ob acsd ns-a |
occurred: the freestyle dance contespete against Zak [Watters, senior], my
Students and teachers danced in what-i val . 0 Party, continued on page 6



