
December 2008  Volume 12 , Issue 2 

The SpotlightThe Spotlight   

A publication of the  

journalism class of  

Vancouver Christian High 

School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find out how 

business class 

recycled good 

ideas. 

 

 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 

Inside this issue: 
Mr. Davis offers his 

movie making experience 

to the fine arts depart-

ment. 

 

By Andy Wang 
 
Vancouver Christian High 

School started many new 

classes this year, Film Mak-

ing being one of them.  Many 

VC students are very inter-

ested in filming videos like 

FML (Friday Morning Live), 

and some even make their 

own videos. Also, the school 

has a Film Festival.  So, why 

did VCHS start this class?  

ñThe school has never had 

a film-making class before,ò 

said Mr. Davis, Film Mak-

ingôs teacher who also 

teaches Bible, American His-

t o r y ,  a n d  C W P 

(Contemporary World Prob-

lems). ñI started this class 

because the Washington State 

requirements have changed.ò 

Mr. Davis explained, ñNow 

students need a credit of arts 

or drama to graduate. Film 

making goes under the art 

category.ò 
Mr. Davisô movie back-

ground is quite interesting. ñI 

New film-making class meets art requirement 

Film,  continued on  page 4  

ñBlast from the 

Pastò theme gives 

students a chance 

to wear costumes 

from different 

eras. 
 

By Rachel Espasandin 

 

Every year during 

November, Vancou-

ver Christian High 

School celebrates Home-

coming by designating 

one week as Spirit Week. 

During Spirit Week, stu-

dents can dress up each 

day according to a new 

theme. The themes this 

year were: P.J. day, 

little kid day, crazy 

head-to-toe day, tropi-

cal beach day, and class 

color day. At the end of 

Homecoming, alumni 

and students are invited 

to attend a home foot-

ball game and a party. 

The highlight of Home-

coming week for VC is 

the Homecoming party. 

Homecoming party kicks off fall festivities for VC 

Bethany Nelson and Kayla Siepman learn the finer aspects 

of framing video 

See how our in-

ventive trio feels 

about recent 

events at school. 

Jamie Kay Christianson, Anna No-

ble, and Justin LaCasse play the 

Ninja game. Party, continued on page 5 

What does this 

have to do with 

anything? 
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 Students in Entre-

preneurship raise 

money for  their 

school. 

 

By Tonja Cole  
  
On any Wednesday 

afternoon, students from 

Entrepreneurship prepare 

themselves for the rush 

of hungry students, eager 

to buy food for their 

lunch. 
 This is one of the 

many jobs that the busi-

ness class performs in 

order to reach a better 

understanding of how to 

run a business. 
 The business class 

has continued some of 

the projects that they 

started last year, and 

have some new ones 

underway.  Paper and 

aluminum can recycling 

has been found to be 

very profitable, as well 

as selling pop during the 

lunch periods. These are 

the only two projects 

from last year that the 

class found effective and 

decided to restart this 

year. Last year the busi-

ness class started recy-

cling cell phones, but 

found out that it was not 

very fruitful. 

Along with these pro-

jects, they have started to 

provide the students with 

an opportunity to buy 

smoothies and Italian 

Sodas, as well as many 

regular lunch foods at 

the lunch counter. The 

lunch counter service has 

resulted in two benefits. 

First, it gives Mrs. 

Brown more time to 

work on the custodial 

duties.  Primarily, it pro-

vides the students of the 

business class with an 

opportunity to learn the 

basics of running a busi-

ness. 
ñI want to open a 

business one day. It has 

been my dream 

since I was a 

little kid, and 

itôs just kind of 

a step in that 

direction; seeing 

how a business 

is run and 

knowing whatôs 

behind it,ò said 

C h r y s s a 

Meeker, senior, 

who appreciates 

the class. 
The students 

h a v e  a l s o 

learned how to 

balance a check 

book, which is 

something that will come 

in handy later on in their 

lives. 
Kayla Sperry, junior, 

shared a few things that 

she has learned, ñI have 

learned how to use a 

cash register, and also 

different ways to make a 

profit by spending [a] 

little money.ò 
Ms. Quinn believes 

that the class has multi-

ple purposes, ñActually 

itôs just to kind of teach 

kids to go out in the 

world and have a job. 

They are learning to han-

dle money, balance 

money, and to balance 

books.ò 
Chanel Grill, senior, 

stated her opinion on the 

practicality of what they 

learn in Entrepreneur-

ship, ñI think they are 

practical. Because youôre 

always going to be deal-

ing with money, whether 

itôs your own or other 

peopleôs.ò 
In addition to the 

business class being a 

great learning experience 

Entrepreneurship provides jump start for 

 future  

Entrepreneurship, contôd on page 7 

Ms. Quinn, Melissa Rouse, and 

Chryssa Meeker perform one 

of their many tasks for Entre-

preneurship. 

Chanel Grill manning 

the cash register. 
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Devilôs holiday or traditional harvest festival? 

 Kids from all over come to-

gether on this one night to cele-

brate Halloween. Does anyone 

really know what this holiday is 

all about?  

 

By Charlotte Carlson 
 
October 31, Halloween, has been 

designated as a U.S. holiday. Kids still 

attend school during the day, but at 

night, are free to celebrate. When 

asked what Halloween celebrates, 

many different answers came up. Allie 

Davis (freshman) says it celebrates 

Satanism. Chryssa Meeker (senior) 

says it celebrates candy. Levi Davis 

(sophomore) answered, ñItôs got pagan 

roots.ò 
Well, the tradition of celebrating 

this one night every year can be traced 

back through the origins and beliefs of 

many different cultures. One of these 

includes the Celts, and the ancient 

Celtic festival of the dead, called Sam-

hain. According to the Celtic calendar, 

the New Year began on November 1 

and New Yearôs Eve was, therefore, 

October 31. They believed that this 

day, the end of summer and the har-

vest, was associated with human death. 

On New Yearôs Eve night, they be-

lieved that a boundary between the 

worlds of the living and the dead be-

came ñblurred,ò and that the ghosts of 

the dead returned to earth. They be-

lieved that the presence of spirits dam-

aged their crops, caused trouble, and 

made it easier for the priests, called 

Druids, to make predictions about the 

future. Because the Celtic people were 

entirely dependant on an unpredictable 

natural world, prophecies told on this 

night were comforting and a source of 

direction for them in the nearby long, 

dark, and fearful winter. The Druids 

built huge sacred bonfires where the 

people made sacrifices to the Celtic 

deities. They would wear costumes 

and attempt to tell each otherôs futures. 

Then, at the end of the celebration, 

they would light their hearth fires from 

the sacred bonfire to help protect them 

during the harsh winter. 
When students were asked if they 

knew what All Saintsô Day was, they 

either thought it was Halloween, had 

heard of it but did not know what it 

was, or had no idea. Well, the influ-

ence of Christianity spread into the 

Celtic lands by the 800s after Pope 

Boniface IV selected November 1 as 

All Saintsô Day in the seventh century. 

It is believed that he was trying to re-

place Samhain with a church-based 

holiday; a time to honor saints and 

martyrs. All-hallows or All-hallowmas 

was another name for All Saintsô Day; 

the night of Samhain was called All-

hallows Eve, and eventually Hallow-

een. Interestingly, the only one of 

these celebrations that marks our cal-

endars is All-hallows Eve, or Hallow-

een, a celebration based on death. 
When some students were asked if 

they celebrate Halloween and what 

they do on Halloween, many different 

responses were given. Meeker said she 

does not celebrate Halloween because 

she feels that it is a kidôs holiday. She 

usually just watches scary movies. 

Erin Burns (sophomore) said she does 

not celebrate Halloween because she 

does not like candy, but enjoys passing 

out candy to trick-or-treaters, and see-

ing their costumes. She also registers 

her dog, Bear, in costume contests at 

various pet stores. Allie Davis has 

recently been going trick-or-treating 

with friends. Levi Davis said he does 

not celebrate Halloween and the rea-

son he gave was simply, ñI know that 

it is evil.ò  When asked what he does 

on Halloween, Levi Davis replied, ñI 

read the Bible, watch some movies, 

say happy birthday to my uncle, and 

just wait for it to be over.ò 
The ancient traditions of dressing 

up for Halloween, going trick-or-

treating, and giving out candy have 

interesting backgrounds behind them. 

For instance, trick-or-treating probably 

goes back to the time when England 

held All Soulsô Day parades where the 

poor people would be given food 

called ñsoul cakesò in exchange for 

their promise to pray for a dead family 

member. This practice was called 

ñgoing a-soulingò and was eventually 

practiced by children into what has 

become trick-or-treating. The church 

encouraged this practice as a way to 

replace a different ancient practice. 

The practice was to leave food and 

wine outside for roaming spirits on 

Halloween night. They would place 

bowls of food outside of their house in 

order to keep ghosts from entering.  

Also, dressing up in costumes on Hal-

loween had to do with the belief that, 

on this night, ghosts came back to the 

natural world. The people were afraid 

Halloween, contôd on page 7 

www.thegrowspot

www.theseattletravel

bluebison.net 
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have been making movies ever since 

the video camera was invented,ò said 

Mr. Davis. ñI made a lot of campus 

movies and college movies. Also, in 

different churches, I did movies with 

our teams. It seems like I have tons of 

different experiences working on films 

or helping film makers.ò 

Some fellow VC students are won-

dering what the Film Making students 

do and learn in class. ñMy purpose and 

goal for film making this semester is to 

expose the students to a variety film of 

making masters, like model film 

maker Peter Jackson and Steven Spiel-

berg and old film makers, too,ò said 

Mr. Davis.  ñWe were watching old 

movies and new movies in class and 

studying different editing tech-

niques used by different people.ò 
Many VC students chose the film 

making class and they have 

really enjoyed it. Josiah Sound, 

sophomore, said, ñI like it be-

cause itôs just really fun, and you 

can film whatever you like. And 

I learned how to shoot videos in 

different angles, which is very 

important. Actors are also impor-

tant when you make a movie, 

like how they follow your direc-

tions. And itôs important to have 

a really good story.ò Cameron 

Joyner, sophomore, said, ñI 

really like it because itôs just a great 

way to be creative. Now, when I watch 

a movie, I can tell what I really like or 

I donôt like.ò 

ñRight now, they do everything in 

order,ò said Mr. Davis, ñThey come up 

with the idea, then write an outline, 

write the script, and then do the story-

board. After that, they film it and do a 

presentation in class.ò Mr. Davis also 

talked about the semester requirements 

the students had to do. ñThey need to 

make three movies by the end of the 

class. One movie has to be one-to-

three minutes; the other one, which 

they are working on right now, is a 

three-to-five minute movie. Later on, 

they will make a five-to-seven minute 

movie.ò 
ñWhat we do is critique their film-

ing. Every single person in this room 

pretty much knows how to use a cam-

era. The easiest part is using a camera, 

but what to do when the camera is on 

is the tricky part,ò said Mr. Davis. + 

Film, continued from front page 

PICTURE PERFECT 

 Do you fancy yourself a problem solver? 

Are you perceptive enough to catch the details? 

Can you think outside of the box? If so, use the 

clue to find out what the object in this picture is. 

The object can be found within our wonderful 

school.     
The first brilliant mind to decipher this mind-

numbing challenge and report the true findings to 

Tonja Cole will receive a thought stimulating 

candy bar from our world renowned lunch counter. 

 

                   Can you be picture perfect? + 

Clue: 

May help to start your day 

Answer to last issueôs: 

Plaque on door to closet 

 

Knowing how to operate a camera is the 

first lesson for Josiah Sound 
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Each Homecoming party has a dif-

ferent theme. To decide the theme for 

the party, Student Council picks 

five themes which they present 

to the student body and then the 

students vote. This year's theme 

was "Blast from the Past." Stu-

dents gathered in the fellowship 

hall and the lunch room at 

VCHS for a night of games, 

dancing, food and fun. Students 

wore costumes from a plethora 

of eras, ranging from the roaring 

1920s to the colorful 1980s.  

The fellowship hall and cafe-

teria were decorated with many 

interesting decorations, such as 

a Twister mat on the wall. 

Dresses and outfits from various 

times were hung on the walls as 

well. The main attraction was a large 

disco ball on the ceiling right in the 

center of the dance floor. 

VC's Spirit Director, 

Amanda Callsen, hosted the 

evening, "I loved hosting the 

event. I thought it was so 

much fun." 

The night started with a 

costume contest between 

five people: Andy Wang 

(senior), who wore a white 

leisure suit from the 70's 

with gold glitter on the cuffs 

and collar; Stuart Schaffer 

(senior), who sported a 70's 

white leisure suit as well; 

Aki Endo (senior) looked 

very authentic in a tradi-

tional Japanese kimono; and 

Phoebe Boynton-Clarke who 

wore a black flapper costume straight 

from the 20's complete with a hat and 

elbow-length gloves. Wang won the 

contest by receiving the most applause 

for his 1970's disco suit.    
The night continued with an array 

of good food such as, pizza, chips, 

salad, and chocolate cake. Even 

though party goers might not realize it, 

even pizza and cake can cost a lot of 

money. Treasurer, Nick Jankowski 

explains, "We had a budget of $150 

for food and decorations. We spent 

$164 on food alone. Greg [Polyakov, 

Chaplain] and I went out and got all 

the food. Kelsey [Adent, Secretary] 

did an amazing job and only spent 

$4.50 on decorations." The rest of the 

decorations were donated by very gen-

erous people. 

When students' bellies were full, the 

evening continued with more games. 

But before we continued with the 

games, we sang "Happy Birthday" and 

gave roses to a very special teacher at 

our school. Mrs. Armstrong celebrated 

her birthday that evening. "It was fun. 

I was really surprised. I didn't expect 

anybody to do anything. It reminded 

me why I am a teacher." commented, 

Mrs. Armstrong.  

The first game was called "Name 

that T.V. Show." As VCers sat on the 

floor, the MC would play a T.V. show 

theme song from the past. These theme 

songs ranged from Bewitched to The 

Flintstones. As students listened to the 

short clip, they would stand up 

and say their answer. Mrs. Arm-

strong said, "I really enjoyed the 

games this year. Especially 

'Name that T.V. Show' because 

it really got students thinking."  

     The night went on with more 

festivities such as the Ninja 

game and an intense game of 

musical chairs. The winners of 

the Ninja game were Anna No-

ble (junior) and Avery Noble 

(freshman) and the winner of 

musical chairs was alumnus, 

Bobby Bury. While the Noble 

sisters won the Ninja game be-

cause of their skill and attentive-

ness, Bury, had a more interest-

ing and aggressive approach to his 

win. Bury, who is a college freshman, 

is considerably dominant when it 

comes to his physical stat-

ure compared to most of the 

other high school boys. 

Bury pushed and shoved his 

way to a chair when the 

music stopped.   

     The night was filled with 

music from many eras and 

everyone rushed to the 

dance floor to show off 

their moves when they 

heard the in famous 

"Thriller" song by Michael 

Jackson.  
     The night continued with 

more dancing and students 

successfully made a full 

conga line that ran through-

out hallways and the dance floor.  
As the night came to a close, it was 

officially the end of Homecoming 

week. Homecoming King, Greg Polya-

kov prayed and Homecoming Queen, 

Kaylin Smith said farewell to everyone 

who attended. 

Mrs. Armstrong had one final note 

on the event. "The Student Council did 

a great job. This was our first big event 

and they just did a great job organizing 

it."  + 

Students form massive conga line. 

ñPartyò Continued from front page 

Emcee, Amanda Callsen, announces the con-

testants for the snazziest costumes. 
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Gender: Female 

Age: 14 

Height: 5ô3ôô 

Eye Color: Brown 

Hair Color: Reddish Black 

Class: Freshman 
Favorite Book: Dawn by V. 

C. Andrews 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Favorite Sport: Softball 
Favorite Animal:  

 

 

Aardvark  

 

 

Favorite Fast Food:  

Carlôs JR 
What foreign country 

would you like to visit? 

China 

What scary movie really 

freaks you out? Silent Hill  

Gender: Male 

Age: 16 
Height: Somewhere 

around... 
Eye 

Color: 

Blue 
Hair 

Color: 

Brown 
Class: 

Sopho-

more 
Favorite Book: The Lord    

of the Rings 

Favorite Sport:   Soccer 
Favorite 

Animal:  

 

 

Meerkat 
 

 

 

Favorite Fast Food:  

French Fries 
What foreign country 

would you like to visit?  

Japan 
What scary movie really 

freaks you out? 

Never seen one 
 

If you know BOTH of 

the students, contact 

Andy Wang in a week at 

anytime.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A SWEET GIFT is 

waiting for you if you are 

the FIRST ONE get the 

correct answer! 

 

BUT, everyone only gets 

A chance to guess.  

 

What are you WAIT-

ING  for?  

GUESS THE STUDENT 

lefthandedcompliment.com 

fantasticfiction.co.uk 

ringsgeek.net 
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for students, this year they have deposited roughly $500.00. 
ñItôs an important aspect, because the money that we are 

making is donated to helping fund the school,ò said Quinn 

about the importance of making a profit. 

Ms. Quinn said a project for the future might be, ñto ex-

pand and maybe get some deliveries in so that we have a 

standard lunch; on Tuesdays we have pizzas, and on Thurs-

days we have Chinese food availableé something like 

that.ò 
Overall, Entrepreneurship seems to be a great opportunity 

for students to learn how to run a business and get involved 

in helping their school. + 

of encountering them and so they 

would wear masks after dark so that 

they would not be recognized and 

would fool the ghosts into thinking 

that they were fellow ghosts. 
A distinctly American version of 

Halloween eventually emerged in our 

country. The celebration consisted of 

harvest festivals, trick-or-treating, mis-

chief making, singing, dancing, telling 

ghost stories, making plays, and at-

tempting to tell each otherôs fortunes. 

It was taken on as a more lighthearted, 

fun annual harvest event, but still con-

tained superstitions, scary roots, and 

weird beliefs and practices. Young 

women would even try to find out who 

their future husbands were by doing 

tricks with certain objects. 

A move in America in the late 

1800s made Halloween about commu-

nity and neighborly get-togethers. 

They wanted to take out the ghosts, 

pranks, witchcraft, ancient practices, 

and superstitions that were an ugly 

part of the holiday. But vandalism 

sprang up, and Halloween eventually 

became a holiday directed mainly to-

ward young people. Trick-or-treating 

became a fun and relatively inexpen-

sive way for communities to celebrate 

in a lighthearted, upbeat way. This is 

what our American tradition of cele-

brating Halloween has become and it 

has continued to grow and develop. 
Halloween has become a holiday 

with differing opinions and beliefs 

directed toward it. Meeker is indiffer-

ent toward the holiday but enjoyed it 

as a kid. Burns likes Halloween be-

cause, ñIt is the beginning of all the 

fun activities of the season.ò Allie 

Davis has opposing views on Hallow-

een. She does not like Halloween be-

cause of what it celebrates but thinks it 

is fun to dress up. Levi Davis thinks, 

ñóAô, itôs selfish, and óBô, itôs evil.ò 

Halloween has become a more fun and 

lighthearted holiday, but still contains 

references to death, darkness, destruc-

tion, and, ultimately, the Devil. Still, 

Halloween is now the countryôs sec-

ond largest commercial holiday with 

about 6.9 billion dollars spent every 

year by Americans in the U.S. + 

 

Historical information obtained  

from http://www.history.com/

minisites/halloween. 

Halloween, contôd from page 3 

www.inkycircus.com 

Entrepreneurship, contôd from page 2  

Kayla Sperry frequently runs the lunch counter dur-

ing 7th period with a smile that is largely due to the 

fact that only 18 students have lunch then. 

Halloween candy purchases are a large part of the 6.9 billion dollars 

spent every by Americans in the U.S.  
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iPod Frenzy  

These are ten random songs from one studentôs iPod or mP3 player.  

This monthôs randomly chosen student is Tyler Beck, sophomore. 

1. ñWalking Awayò by Underoath 

2. ñFalse Pretenseò by Red Jumpsuit 

Apparatus 

 

3. ñMy Life Be Likeò by Grits 

 
4. ñNothing Left to Showò by Hawk 

Nelson 

 

 

5.ñMy Name is Jonasò by Weezer 

6. ñFar Awayò by 12 Stones 

7. ñAfter Shockò by Pillar 

 

 

8. ñGoing in Blindò by P.O.D. 

 

9. ñFirst Timeò by Lifehouse 

 

 

 

10. ñDiveò by Disciple 
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THE GOOD, THE BAD, & THE SURLY 

 Charlotte Carlson as The Good  Rachel Espasandin as The Bad  Tonja Cole as The Surly 

The Good 
We printed our first issue this year. 

 

 

The Good 
The blood drive went really well! 

 

 

The Good 
Volleyball ended with the best sea-

son ever! 

 

The Good 
We finally have ñofficialò recycling 

bins. 

 

The Good 
The costumes during Spirit Week 

were spectacular! 

 

 The Good 
They  spruced up the outside of the 

building. 

 

The Good 
The Homecoming party was a blast. 

. . from the past. 

 

 

The Good 
We won our first Homecoming 

game. 

 

 

The Good 
The basketball season just started. 

The Bad  
It took us a whole month to fin-

ish five pages. 

 

The Bad 
Was that rust on the needles? 

 

 

The Bad 
We set a record for attendance at 

a single match with 15 fans. 

 

The Bad 
Cans are migrating outside where 

there isnôt one. 

 

 The Bad 

We only got four sophomore 

boys to dress up this year. 

 

The Bad 
We all suffered from raging 

headaches everyday. 

 

The Bad 
I lost the dance competition. 

 

 

 

The Bad 
My legs were numb by the end 

of the game. 

 

 

.The Bad 
Our coaches like the idea of run-

ning until you puke. 

The Surly 
For the last timeé I know there 

was a typo. 

 

The Surly 
Were those Charlotteôs cookies 

or hockey pucks being fed to the 

donors? 

The Surly 
I set a record with handing out 

four nosebleeds . . . my goal was 

five. 

The Surly 
None of the bins are big enough 

to put people in. 

 

 The Surly 
Thatôs two more than last year. 

 

 

The Surly 

What did they do? 

 

 

The Surly 
While I was dancing, several 

people asked if I was injured or 

had epilepsy.  

 

The Surly 
Jerry, Jeremy, Gerald...Hey 

Geoffrey, what was that one 

kidôs name on the court? 

 

The Surly 
Say hello to club volleyball. 


